
The Heavy Gun Battery at HMS St. Vincent. 

By Ken Cast – Museum Curator. 

On looking through the photographs of HMS St. Vincent to unravel some history I came across a couple 

of photos I had never seen before, which intrigued me. On joining the establishment in November of 

1962 (as a JEM II which, I am led to believe was even lower in the pecking order than a Boy seaman!) I 

can remember ‘playing’ with the (4.5”) guns in what is now the handiwork block of the college. This 

corrugated iron building was (and still is) sited just behind the MT Garage and adjacent to the route to 

the Seamanship Block & the Sea-boat on its davits. The block adjacent to the Seamanship block was, in 

the days when I was at St. Vincent known as the SQ (Specialist Qualification) Block! In here we had an 

old Decca navigational radar (the scanner was on the roof on a steel plinth.) We also had three or four 

JDA displays. (JDA Display – enough to send a shiver down any Radio Elects spine!) 

The photographs I was looking at had large 6” artillery pieces being installed and it was named the Heavy 

Gun Battery. The year is 1931-2 but these guns had certainly been removed and the building refurbished 

prior to my time at St. Vincent, so if any of you remember these guns being removed, please let me 

know the approximate years or dates. 

 

As you can see, the guns are being installed in the HGB building. The lorry is one belonging to the Royal 

Marines with an open cab but the tyres are pneumatic, which dates this photograph to the early thirties, 

as indeed do the bicycles! However, the Officer with his ‘swagger stick’ is wearing puttees which is odd 

as these were dropped from the RM uniform (according to the information I have) in about 1919-20. The 

truck itself is marked as being owned by the RM and of Eastney so that too dates the photograph to at 

least post 1925. The two Petty Officers must have been there to advise and also take care of the rigging 

which looks to be pretty formidable. The civilians must be there to do the lifting and shifting like Dockyard 

maties do! 



 

The guns are without doubt BL 6-inch Mark XII naval guns. This was a British 45 calibre Naval gun which 

were mounted as primary armament on light cruisers and secondary armament on dreadnought 

battleships commissioned in the period 1914–1926, and remained in service on many warships until the 

end of World War II. The actual gun itself weighed in at 7 tons. The picture below is a magnified section 

of the one above. The year is 1932 and the 6” guns can be seen through the gun ports in the building 

with the Boys practising their swinging of the lead-line in their white ‘duck’ suits!  

 


